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Western Isles District Salmon Fisheries Board – Report 2021/22
WIDSFB Elections
The triennial elections of the WIDSFB took place at the annual public meeting on the 25th February 2022. The newly formed board is comprised of the following Upper and Lower Proprietors:
Upper Proprietors:
Chris Macrae – Eisken

Richard Kershaw – Soval

Rebecca Kimber-Danger – Scaliscro

Donnie Macdonald – Rodel

Simon Hunt – Uig and hamanavay

Innes Morrison – Amhunnsuidhe

Kenny Maclennan – Carloway

Lower Proprietors:

Victor Beamish – Grimersta

Dickon Green – Uig Lodge

Innes Morrison – Morsgail

Richard Seaman – Barvas

The following representatives of Angling clubs were then co-opted on to the Board:

Iain Roxburgh – Gress Angling association

Iain Trayner – Stornoway Angling Association

Ivar Macary – Soval Angling Club

Annual Catches 2021
In Keeping with much of Scotland, drought conditions prevailed for much of the 2021 and made for a difficult season. While some fisheries had enough water to allow fish to enter the rivers, many did not, and as a result a lot of fish were lost due to marine predation before the rain eventually came. The low catches for the year reflect this.
Catches for the Outer Hebrides for 2021 below (Source: Marine Scotland, the data submitted to WIDSFB by fisheries for 2021 is incomplete)

Salmon: 60
Grilse: 509
Sea Trout: 1255
Finnock: 1181
Total Salmon and Grilse: 569
For reference these are the Salmon and Grilse catches as recorded by Marine Scotland for the Outer Hebrides for the past ten years:
2020 – 1500
2019 - 1071

2018 – 617

2017 – 1104

2016 – 1327

2015 – 1086

2014 – 1184

2013 – 1746

2012 – 2686

2011 – 2330

Bailiffing and enforcement
2021 proved a busy season for Western Isles bailiffs, with a fairly high number of poaching incidents being reported, although this largely was the result of a small number of individuals. The co-ordinated effort of local bailiffs, assisted by Police Scotland and overseen by WIDSFB Superintendent Donnie Whiteford limited the number of fish lost to poaching and one incident has resulted in charges being brought against two individuals.
In addition, several items used to carry out poaching offences were confiscated.

Survey Work / Tagging
WIDSFB helped to support the Outer Hebrides Fisheries trust (HOME | Outer Hebrides Fisheries Trust Page | Fishing | Stornoway | Scotland )  with their survey work, including the first phase of the Atlantic Salmon Trust West Coast Smolt Tagging Programme. In 2021 this included the tagging of smolts from the Laxay River and the assessing of the size of smolts on the Grimersta River with a view to also tagging there in 2022.
More details about this programme and initial findings can be found here: The West Coast Tracking Project - The Atlantic Salmon Trust 
Planning 
WIDSFB have been consulted on several panning applications and have responded to 2. In addition to this the Clerk to the Board Jason Laing, along with Alan Wells from FMS and OHFT biologist Paul Hopper met with CNES planners in May 2021 to discuss the process of approving new / expanding existing fish farm sites.
Meetings

There was a Meeting of the WIDSFB held on 5th November 2021 via Zoom.

The annual meeting of qualified proprietors was also held on 5th November 2021 via Zoom. 

The Board met again on the 25th February 2022 for the annual public meeting, in the Caladh Inn, Stornoway and via Zoom. These meetings were publicised by means of email to proprietors, Board website, social media and a copy of the notice was sent to the Scottish Government. 

The minutes from this meeting can be viewed at www.widsfb.org  

In addition, the Board's steering group has met at regular intervals over the course of the year.
Annual Report and Accounts

This report and a set of accounts for 2021/22 have been produced and will be approved at the next Annual Meeting of Proprietors on the 3rd November 2022 and submitted to DSFBGoodGovernance@gov.scot
Proposed activities for the next year

Continue to engage with other stakeholders including the aquaculture industry to ensure wild fish interest are always considered.

Continue to develop and improve the WIDSFB website

Encourage participation in events like the FMS annual conference

Look to provide any additional training for water bailiffs that may be required

Continue to keep members updated with any news from FMS that may be relevant 

Hold two WIDSFB meetings and one proprietors meeting.

Complaints
The Board has set up and maintains a complaints procedure which can be viewed at www.widsfb.org The procedure was reviewed at 12/02/2019 and remains unaltered.

No complaints have been received this year.

Members’ interests
The register of members’ interests can be viewed at www.widsfb.org We have now included a standing item at each Board meeting inviting Board members to declare new/amend existing interests and all such instances are recorded in the minutes of these meetings.

